Star Hunt


Voyager: The Cardassian War








Location: Cardassian Liburnia-class Battleship, Command Deck 


Orbiting the planet of Cardassia


Stardate 2697.2





     "Sir, are you sure about doing this?" asked a Cardassian officer that had just walked onto the command deck. 


     "I'm positive, the Federation has defeated us once but they won't defeat us twice, we will be victorious!"





Location: Federation ShuttleCraft


On way to the U.S.S. Voyager





     "Well Daniel, I guess they're finally taking away my ship," said Captain Brandon Rice. 


     "I'm sorry Brandon, but eventually it was bound to happen," replied Vice-Admiral Noa. 


     "I don't want to be an Admiral, I like being a Starship Captain. You've said yourself that it's better to command a Starship than to sit at a desk." 


     "Brandon, I can't control what Starfleet does, sorry. Shuttlecraft to Voyager, come in please," said Noa. 


     "Yes, Bruning here." 


     "We are requesting immediate landing." 


     "Ah, yes. The new Admiral is coming to receive his promotion. You have permission to land," replied Lieutenant Mike Bruning. The shuttlecraft rocketed into the Voyager shuttle bay.





Location: Voyager


Briefing Room





     The room was filled with the crew of the Voyager. The newly elected President, Hillary Clinton, stood up to the podium. "Hello, today we are here to promote Captain Brandon Rice to Admiral. Captain Rice has served this Starship well and Admiral Michael Matte has now put him up for promotion. Admiral Matte, will you please step up here." 


     Matte stood up and took the podium," Ladies and Gentlemen, I hereby promote Captain Brandon Rice to Admiral, he will be stationed on Earth." Applause went through the room as Rice stood up and walked onto the stage. 


     "I am sorry to have to leave all of you, I will miss all of you as well as my ship. Whoever succeeds me as the Captain of the Voyager will have a great ship as well as a great crew. I thank all of you and I hope you will continue to explore and chart the unknown regions of space. Thank you." Rice walked off the stage and then walked out of the room.





Location: Liburnia-class Battleship


In Klingon space





     "Sir, Belindaeka wishes to beam aboard." 


     "Let her," replied the Cardassian commander. Moment's later Belindaeka walked onto the command deck. "Greetings Belindaeka, I am most pleased to see you. Is the fleet of Preybirds ready?" 


     "Yes Prometheus, I have assembled a small fleet of Preybirds to help you," replied Belindaeka. 


     "Thank you, I will come back as soon as we have crushed the Federation," said Prometheus.      


     "Goodbye, and remember. Revenge, is a dish best served cold!" Belindaeka walked off the command deck. 


     "Helmsman, warp 6, set course to earth." The fleet of Cardassian and Klingon ships jumped to warp.





Location: U.S.S. Voyager


Bridge


In Space Dock





     "Captain's Log: Stardate 2697.3- This is my first log as captain of the Voyager. I was once the first officer and since the promotion of Admiral Rice, I have become captain. My first officer is Commander Reagan Ives at the helm. My science officer is Commander Adat. Weapons officer is Lieutenant Gordon Broadbent. My Chief Engineer is Lieutenant Mike Bruning. The doctor is Wes Hebner. My communications officer is Lieutenant Trevor Sojka and my new security officer is Ensign Rick Holguin. We are preparing to make a training run. Admiral Rice will be aboard.


     "Sir, Admiral Rice has been beamed aboard," said Sojka. 


     "Good, tell him to come to the bridge. Ives, take us out at one-quarter impulse power." The Voyager slowly made its way out of space dock. At that moment, Admiral Rice walked aboard.      


     "Good to see you Paul," he said as he shook hands with Captain McGuire. Rice looked at Ensign Holguin and said," I see it's your first mission." 


     "Yes sir, and I feel a bit nervous." 


     "No need to be. Save your nervousness for a mission that is dangerous," replied Rice. 


     "Yes sir." 


     "Paul, where are we headed?" asked Rice. 


     "Well, wherever you want to go." 


     "Ives, set course for Romulus, I'm sure our Romulan allies won't mind a training crew over there." The Voyager jumped to warp. 





Location: Klingon Warbird


Bridge


On route to Earth





     The massive Klingon Warbird was the flagship of the fleet of Preybirds. "Sir, we are receiving a transmission from the Cardassian flagship." 


     "Put it on screen." Prometheus appeared on the screen. 


     "Kane, I hear you are in charge of the Klingon fleet. I have decided to tell you my plan." 


     "What is it?" asked Kane. 


     "We will destroy all starships that happen to be near earth, then we will launch the sub-space wave that can be fired from my ships. This wave will destroy earth, this weapon is experimental and we do not know the effects it could have on any ships in the area. We will then destroy the defensive bases and space docks that are not destroyed in the wave. After this, we will be victorious." 


     "That sounds like a very good plan except, what if Starfleet happens to get out a distress signal before you launch the weapon?" asked Kane. 


     "They won't, we will be victorious," replied Prometheus 


     "Sir, why do you want victory so much?" asked Kane. 


     "Many years ago, Captain Brandon Rice killed my father, Anit, I must have my Vengeance!" Prometheus disappeared from the screen. 


     





Location: U.S.S. Triton


Bridge


Orbiting Valencia Glen





     "Captain's Log: Stardate 2697.3- We have been patrolling the area around Valencia Glen for two months and my crew is getting restless. Last night, I received a transmission from Starfleet Command. They ordered us to return to earth."      


     "Helmsman, set course to earth, warp factor 9." 


     "Aye, sir." The massive starship disappeared in a flash of light.








Location: U.S.S. Enterprise


Briefing Room


In Space Dock





     Vice-Admiral Noa, Admiral Trim, Captain Grassman and Admiral Matte were all seated around the table. "Why is it you wanted to speak with us?" asked Noa. 


     "This is why," replied Matte as he turned on the screen. The screen showed a fleet of about fifteen Ferengi ships. 


     "You see," started Trim. "These Ferengi vessels have been shipping weapons and various other materials to the Cardassians..." 


     "We think the Cardassians may want a war, and we have also found out that the Cardassians have sub-space weapons," said Matte. 


     "Weren't sub-space weapons abolished in 2679?" asked Grassman. 


     "Yes, however, our Cardassian friends don't seem to like that law." 


     At that moment, Admiral Trim's communicator beeped. She answered it," Trim here." 


     "Admiral, we have report that a fleet of Cardassian and Klingon ship are on their way to earth, they will arrive in four hours." 


     "The Cardassians have just declared war on the Federation," said Matte. 


     "Noa, get ready for combat, I will call the Premonition and Voyager," said Trim. 


     "All right, are there any other ships around?" asked Noa. 


     "Yes, the U.S.S. Berishnikof, U.S.S. Gladiator and the U.S.S. Lincoln are all in Space Dock," replied Trim. 


     "Good, we are going to need all the help we can get, I need to know what to target first in the sub-space weapon." 


     "I will send you the codes of the sub-space weapons, the computer will automatically target the weapon." 


     "All right, let's get ready," replied Noa as he stood up.





Location: Voyager


Bridge


Orbiting Romulus





     "Sir, we are getting a transmission from Starfleet Command," said Lieutenant Sojka. 


     "Put it on screen," replied McGuire. The image of Admiral Trim appeared on the screen. 


     "Captain McGuire, we have reports that a Cardassian/Klingon fleet is on their way to earth, we need you to come back here at once." 


     "Orders received, we will be at earth in an hour." The image disappeared from the screen. "Ives, warp 9.5, course set to earth." The Voyager jumped to warp.





Location: Enterprise


Bridge, One hour later


Orbiting Earth





     "Sir, the Triton, and Premonition have entered the sector," said Commander Smith. 


     "Good, tell them to be at red alert status, our company may arrive at any moment," said Noa. Noa watched on the viewscreen as the Premonition and Triton glided into position. At that moment, a huge fleet of Cardassian Liburnia-class warships came out of warp. "Shields up, lock all weapons on the ship with the sub-space wave!" yelled Noa as the Enterprise was hit by a phaser blast. The Triton and Gladiator were fighting with four Liburnia-class warships. 


     "Sir, we have identified the ship with the weapon!" exclaimed Putich. 


     "Fire everything we have at it!" ordered Noa. Phasers and photons shot out and hit one of the warships. 


     "Their shields are down to 25%," reported Grassman. 


     "Continue firing on it," said Noa.





Location: Cardassian Flagship, Liburnia-class Warship


Command Deck





     "Sir, our sub-space weapon will not work!" screamed one of the Cardassian weapons officers.     


     "Shields at 20%!" 


     "I'm beaming to the Warbird, die with honor, my crew," said Prometheus as red beams encircled him.





Location: Voyager


Bridge


Coming out of warp





     "Sir, we are coming out of warp," said Ives. The Voyager came out of warp behind the fighting.   


     "Target the warships," ordered McGuire. 


     "Aye sir," replied Broadbent. Quantum torpedoes and phasers struck the Cardassian ships. 


     "Sir, the Cardassian ships have been destroyed," said Adat. 


     "Good, open a channel to the Enterprise." 


     "Paul, wait," said Rice. "There are Preybirds all around, they will de-cloak at any second." 


     "Are you sure Brandon?" 


     "I'm positive, why else would the Klingons not be here." At that moment, fifteen Preybirds and a Warbird de-cloaked. 


     "Shields up! Target the Warbird!" ordered McGuire. The Voyager, Triton, Premonition, Gladiator and Enterprise fired at the Warbird. All of a sudden, the entire fleet jumped to warp. "What just happened?" asked McGuire. 


     "Sir, it appears that the entire fleet jumped to warp speed on route to Cardassia," replied Adat.      


     "Why?" 


     "Sir, we are receiving a transmission from the Premonition," said Sojka. 


     "Put it on screen," said Rice. McGuire smiled at the admiral as Commander Solo appeared on the screen.     


     "Admiral and Captain, the Klingons somehow beamed Captain Ives off of our ship," said Commander Han Solo. 


     "Why do you think they did this?" asked Rice. 


     "I don't know, but somehow, they did." 


     "We are definitely going after him, I'll talk to Starfleet command and ask them what to do." 


     "All right sir." The image disappeared from the screen. 


     "Brandon, I want you to command your ship," said McGuire. 


     "All right Paul. Open a channel to Starfleet Command." Admiral Matte appeared on the screen. "Michael, Captain Ives has been taken by the Cardassians." 


     "Did you lose any ships?" asked Matte. 


     "Yes sir, it appears we lost the U.S.S. Lincoln," replied Rice. 


     "All right, I want you, the Triton, Premonition and Enterprise to follow them and rescue Captain Ives, I will remind you that in case you need them. You have a small number of experimental Valkryie-class fighters." 


     "Aye, sir. I'll remember that." The image disappeared from the screen. "Open a channel to the Triton, Premonition, and Enterprise." 


     "Channel open," replied Sojka. 


     "Admiral Noa, Captain Sanders and Commander Solo, I have been informed that we are to follow the Cardassians to Cardassia and attempt to rescue Captain Ives, set your course to Cardassia, maximum warp." The four ships jumped to warp.





Location: Klingon Warbird


Containment Cell








     Captain Ives couldn't figure out how he had been beamed to the Klingon ship. A figure approached the cell and opened the door. The tall Cardassian spoke,"Captain Ives, my name is Prometheus, I am here to inform you that your friends are running into a trap. You see, I captured you so the others would follow us into a trap at Cardassia." 


     "You'll never get away with this!" yelled Ives. 


     "We shall see," replied the Cardassian as he exited the cell. 





Location: Voyager


Bridge


On route to Cardassia





     "Sir, how are we going to defeat the Cardassians in their own sector?" asked McGuire. 


     "We will do it very carefully," replied Rice. 


     "What's that supposed to mean?" 


     "I'll tell you how, we will launch our Valkyries and attempt to land inside the ship that Ives is on. The starships will cover the Valkyries without opening fire on the ship we are inside." 


     "That sounds like a good plan, but who here knows how to fly the Valkyries?" 


     "Nobody does yet, but we will soon enough." 





Location: Klingon Warbird


Bridge


In space above Cardassia





     Ten Liburnia-class warships orbited the planet. 


     At that moment, fifteen Preybirds and one Warbird de-cloaked. "Sir, we have de-cloaked and one of the Cardassian ships are hailing us," said one of the Klingon officers on the Warbird. 


     "On screen," replied Kane. A Cardassian appeared on the screen. 


     "Where is Prometheus?" 


     "He is talking with the prisoner." 


     "Tell him, the trap is set." 


     "It shall be done," replied Kane. The image disappeared from the screen. Prometheus walked onto the bridge. "Sir, one of the Cardassian commanders has told me to tell you that the trap is set," said Kane. 


     "Good, we don't have time to lose. Cloak."





Location: Voyager


Valkyrie Bay


Coming out of warp





     The five Valkyrie ships sat in the bay, ready to be launched. Admiral Rice, Ensign Holguin, Cadet Aaron Wragg, Commander Adat, and Ensign John Starks all sat in their cockpits waiting to launch. "Sir," came Bruning's voice. "We are coming out of warp, prepare to launch." 


     "We are launching," replied Rice. The Valkyrie's engines came to life. Rice launched first, followed by the others.





Location: Enterprise


Bridge


Coming out of warp





     "Putich, cover the Valkyries," ordered Noa. 


     "Aye sir," replied Putich. The Enterprise shot phasers and photons at the Cardassian warships.      


     "Sir, Preybirds are decloaking behind us!" exclaimed Farrel. 


     "Brace for impact!" yelled Noa as a barrage of photon torpedoes hit the Enterprise. "Damage report!" 


     "Shields at 20%, Life support critical," replied Smith. 


     "Grassman, get us out of here!" The Enterprise disappeared in a flash of light.





Location: Voyager


Bridge





     "Sir, the Enterprise has left this sector at maximum warp," reported Sojka. 


     "What?" said McGuire amazed. "Broadbent, continue to cover the Valkyries." 


     "Yes, sir," replied the lieutenant.





Location: Valkyrie-class fighter


Gold 1


Rice's Fighter





     "Gold 4, Gold 5, cover me I'm going in, my scanners have picked up Captain Ives' life signs aboard the Warbird that just de-cloaked," said Rice. 


     "We'll cover you sir," replied Adat. Rice turned his fighter toward the Warbird. The Warbird fired phasers at the fighter but Rice was able to avoid them. 


     "I need cover, help me, arg..." 


     "Sir, we just lost Holguin," said Starks. 


     "Adat, follow me inside the ship, the rest of you, try and make it back to the Voyager," ordered Rice. Rice's fighter swooped into the Warbird landing bay. When the Valkyrie had landed, Rice jumped out and fired his phaser at the guards in the bay. Adat's fighter landed shortly afterward. "Adat, let's find Ives," said Rice as Adat got out of his cockpit. 


     "Aye, sir," replied the android.





Location: Triton


Bridge





     "Sir, our shields are at critical level, we must disengage from combat at maximum warp," said the helmsman. 


     "Very well, make it so," ordered Sanders. The Triton shot through space at maximum warp.





Location: Voyager


Bridge





     "Sir, the Triton has left," reported Sojka. McGuire's face became grim. 


     "Broadbent, fire all we have at those ships, we have to give the admiral more time!" 





Location: Warbird


Containment Cell





     Adat and Rice reached Ives cell and blasted the door open. "Brandon, I didn't think you would come back for me." 


     "Starfleet never leaves an officer," replied Rice. 


     "Let's go," said Adat. 


     "That is something I cannot let you do," said a voice behind them. They turned to see the Klingon commander holding a phaser. 


     "Who are you, and what do you want!?" asked Rice. 


     "My name is Kane, I want only victory for my empire." In a flash, Rice pulled out his lightsaber and the orange blade extended. Kane took out his own saber and ignited it. Rice swung at the Klingon, but Kane blocked the blow with his yellow blade. Kane swung at Rice and the admiral was nearly decapitated, but he managed to block the blow. 


     "Kane!" yelled Ives. Rice used the split-second distraction to swing at Kane's right arm. The blade sliced through his arm and he screamed in pain. 


     "Now, you'll tell us where the self-destruct is on this ship," said Rice as he turned off his lightsaber.      Kane was still on the ground and he struggled to speak. 


     "The self-destruct is in the engineering section on deck ten." After he had said that, Kane pulled out a phaser and said," I die with honor." Then he shot himself. Rice motioned for Adat and Ives to follow him. They ran toward the turbolift.





Location: Voyager


Bridge





     "Sir, we are getting a transmission from Admiral Rice," said Sojka. 


     "On speakers," ordered McGuire. 


     "McGuire, I am going to set the self-destruct sequence on this Warbird, when I'm done, beam us up. Rice out." 


     "Admiral, come in please," said McGuire. 


     "Sir, the communications have been blocked!" said Sojka in a worried voice. 


     "Can we find his location on the Warbird?" asked McGuire. 


     "No sir, we cannot," replied Ensign Daniel Kepler, who was replacing Commander Adat. 


     "Let's just hope they get out alive," said Broadbent. 


     "Sir, shields at 45%," said Ives. 


     "Continue firing," replied McGuire. 


     "Yes sir," she replied. 


     McGuire thought for a moment then said," Ives, you have the COM, I'm going over there." McGuire got up and walked into the lift.





Location: Warbird


Engineering Deck





     Rice, Ives, and Adat had reached the deck. "Sir, the control panel is over here," said Adat pointing at a computer console. Rice ran over to it. 


     "Can you program it to self-destruct this ship?" 


     "Yes, the countdown is ten minutes," replied Adat. 


     "All right, do it," ordered Rice as he pulled out his communicator. "Rice to Voyager, come in." There was no reply. "Rice to Voyager, please come in." 


     "Sir, I have set the countdown, this ship will be gone in ten minutes," said Adat. 


     "I'm afraid we may be gone too, I can't reach the Voyager." 


     "Sir, may I suggest we find the transporter room and beam to the Voyager from there," said Ives. 


     "The only problem is that we have to tell the Voyager to lower their shields, we can't do that without communicators." 


     "Let's find a Klingon communicator then," put in Adat. 


     "Good thinking, let's go." The two men and android ran to the lift.





Location: Federation Shuttle


Cockpit





     "Sir," came Ives voice. "At your signal we will attempt to get two-hundred meters from the Warbird and beam you up." 


     "Good, be ready, because we won't have much time," replied McGuire. The shuttle jolted from a phaser hit.





Location: Premonition


Bridge





     "Sir! Our shields are at 10%," exclaimed Lieutenant Snok. 


     "Get us out of here, maximum warp," ordered Solo.





Location: Warbird


Transporter Room





     Rice, Ives, and Adat walked into the transporter room to be greeted by a Cardassian. "Rice, I've heard much about you, but it appears you have failed this battle," said Prometheus as he activated a yellow lightsaber. Rice activated his orange blade and the fight began.





Location: Voyager


Bridge





     "Sir, the Premonition has left this sector," said Sojka. "Communication from Captain McGuire coming in." 


     "On speakers," ordered Ives. 


     "Commander, I am approaching the Warbird, I will beam myself to the ship and attempt to find Admiral Rice, if you don't hear from me in five minutes, get out of here." 


     "Understood sir, Ives out." 


     "Shields at 20%," said Broadbent.





Location: Warbird


Transporter Room





     Rice and Prometheus fought hard. Rice's orange saber blocked the Cardassian's blows. Rice swung but Prometheus blocked it. 


     "Why did you learn to fight with a lightsaber?" asked Rice trying to distract the Cardassian. 


     "Ever since I was very young I was intrigued by the Klingon Batleth, when the Cardassians made an alliance with the Klingons, I decided to be trained by them in the art of lightsaber fighting. And may I ask how you, a human, learned to fight with such skill?" 


     "Yes, a friend of mine, Admiral Daniel Noa taught me how to fight." 


     "Ah yes, Noa, he is a very skilled opponent." 


     "Sir," said Adat who was guarding the door. "The countdown is down to three minutes." Prometheus used the distraction to thrust his saber at Rice, knocking him backwards. 


     At that moment, Captain McGuire materialized in the transporter. Seeing the battle, he activated his green saber. Prometheus was caught off guard by the captain and he stumbled and dropped his saber. Rice used the opportunity to fatally strike the Cardassian. 


     "Captain, what a pleasant surprise, I hope you brought communicators that work," said Rice, out of breath. 


     McGuire opened his communicator," Ives, we request beam up." 


     "We are coming."





Location: Voyager


Bridge





     "Ensign Green, full impulse power, fly low over the Warbird," ordered Ives. 


     "Yes sir," replied Ensign John Green. The Voyager shook from another phaser hit. 


     "Sir, shields at 10%!" exclaimed Kepler. 


     "Steady as she goes," said Ives. 





Location: Warbird


Transporter Room





     "Sir, one minute to detonation," said Adat. 


     "Let's just pray they get here in time," said McGuire. 


     Rice opened the communicator," Ives, hurry, we are one minute to detonation." 


     "Acknowledged sir, we are almost there." 


     "Twenty seconds," began Adat. "Fifteen, fourteen, thirteen, twelve, eleven, ten, nine, eight, seven..." Blue beams encircled the group and they materialized in the transporter room of the Voyager. 


     Rice jumped off the pads, hit the com and ordered," Get us out of here! Maximum warp!" The Voyager disappeared in a flash of light as the Warbird blew up; the shockwave decimated the Cardassian fleet as well.





Location: Voyager


Bridge


Just outside the Cardassian sector





     "Captain, Admiral, Commander, its good to see you back in one piece," said Ives as Rice, McGuire and Adat walked onto the bridge. 


     "Paul, Thank you for helping us," said Rice. 


     "It was no problem," replied McGuire. 


     "Sir, the Triton and Enterprise have returned to earth, they are being repaired in Space Dock. My brother beamed aboard the Premonition and they have returned to earth as well," reported Ives. 


     "Well, I guess we should go home, you've all performed well, and I think I'm giving my command chair to a good man," said Rice as he looked at McGuire. 


     "Admiral, I'm in your debt for everything I have learned from you," replied McGuire. 


     "Captain, why don't you order us back to Earth, at maximum warp," said Rice. 


     "Very well, Ives, set course to Earth, maximum warp, engage." The massive starship jumped to warp.





Location: Earth, San Diego


Admiral Matte's Quarters


Two Days Later





     Rice walked to the door and knocked. Admiral Matte answered it. "Hello Brandon, do come in." 


     "Thank you," replied Rice as he walked in. 


     "You have defeated the Cardassian fleet, what would you like to do now?" asked Matte. 


     "Let me go home. I haven't seen my parents in four years." 


     "I envy you, being second command of Starfleet, I can't ever go on leave. I will give you two months leave." 


     "Thank you sir, it will be most appreciated," said Rice as he started to leave. 


     "One more thing, I wouldn't have rather had a better man than you when we met the Cardassians." 


     "Thank you sir, I just try my best." 


     "Go now Brandon, see your parents again." Rice walked out the door.





Location: Earth, Alaska


Russ and Carina Rice's Home





     Admiral Rice walked to the door of his old home that was now his parent's home and knocked. His dad answered it and they embraced. "Son, I haven't seen you in four years." 


     "I'm glad to be home, dad," said Rice. Rice's mom came and hugged her son. 


     "Brandon, how long are you staying?" 


     "About two months." 


     "Good, we have much to tell you about," she said. Rice walked into the house and he was happy to be home again.





Location: Voyager


Bridge


In Space Dock





     Captain's Log: Stardate 2697.8- We have been repaired and we have been ordered to go on a research mission to the small planet of Celicia. The planet is near the Klingon neutral zone. 


     "Ives, set course to Celicia, maximum warp. Engage." The Voyager jumped to warp.











The End 


       





         


          





